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CONGRATULA-
TIONSH Andrew Ko-
likoff won the Septem- ,g 370
ber Prius Raffle Ticket R .
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you Andrew and jonah o o b Gx&" e 3 ~+ 2
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everyone else who soid Y t &8 Z % N -+ 3
Prius tickets during this g Yy _ S T Z 38 % " ™
past month. We are & Nﬁr\ K 4 5 - o ~ 5 & W
now at 1073 tickets $ 58T, e Ty 2
sold. Keep up the great I s " oV Q‘ﬁ‘ A 3:\’ LY
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work and keep selling! oy . <
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Who is RSFe
This is RSF's mission statement:

RSF Social Finance is a pioneering
nonprofit organization dedicated to
using the tools of finance to bring
about positive, real-world change.
Our goal is not only to make capital
available to innovative projects; it's
to fundamentally transform the way
the world works with money.

At this time, RSF is a lender for ap-

proximately thirty Waldorf schools, as
well as many other businesses devoted
to social change. For more information
about RSF Social Finance,

g0 to their website, rsfsocialfi-

nance.org.
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Longtime DMS lender RSF Social Finance urges increased partici-
pation in DMS's tax credit program

On Monday, Septamber 21 we had 2 site visit from our new RSF
loan officer. Ted Levinson. It was z full day. with ume spent tour-
ing the campus, reviewing the school's financials,

looking ar the constorucuon plans and budgets. and mesting with
teachers and board members.

The main question on the table was this: does RSF still feel com-
fortable with our ability to repay the $1.377,000 construction
ioan that was approved in 2008, before the dramatic

shift in the economy and the subsequent cuts to education fund-
ing in the Arizona budget!? In a nutshell, the answer is yes|.. IF we
can demonstrate our cCommitment 1o

strengthening our long term income stream by dramatically in-
creasing funds raised through Arizona's tax credit program this
fall.

Do you know that feeling when someone tells you something you
already know? Every year for the last few years we've said. We
need to do more with the tax credit. But our

records show that year after year, it's pretty much the same peo-
ple who participate and the same amount that comes in: $20,000
give or take a few.

This is in sharp contrast 1o the fate [990s. At thae time DMS was
a quarter of the size we are now 3€" maybe fifty families 3€“ and
consistently raised $40,000 to $50,000 per year

through the tax credit program. How! Because we understood
we needed to and we acted on that understanding. Now that we
are 200 families strong, that same level of effort

an average of $1,000 brought in by each family would resultin
$200.000 increase to our annual budget. Now is the time to make
that effort.

What raising $200,000 a year through the Tax Credit Program
will do for our school

l. Strengthen the program we offer our students. Tax credit
funds can only be used for extra-curricular (non core-~academic)
and character building programs. At DMS, that

includes music, movement, gardening, handwork, woodwaork and
all day field trips and class overnight trips. VWhen you direct
money to DMS through the tax credit, you know that

it will be going straight to the students,

2. Strengthen our overall finances. Right now our tax credit pro-
gram doesn’t bring in anywhere close to the amount of money it
costs to provide the programming described

above. But imagine if it did, The funds currently used for that pro-
gramming would then be available for other important, under-
funded needs such as teacher training, staff

benefits. and capital improvemens,

3. Simplify fundraising and reduce out of pocket costs for par-

ants. Right now DMS parents pay for field rrips and dlass orips,
s well as put significant ime and more money

towards class-based fundraising efforts like bake sales, car

washes, etr. What if instead of having 2 dozen different small

fundraisers going on at the same time, every family

simply networked with friends and family members who pay

Arizona taxes and brought in a $1,000 in tax credits?

DMS Board of Directors to lead the way

At the September regular board meeting, DMS board mem-
bers resclved to demonstrate their commitment to reinvigo-
rate the tax credit program by working together to bring in
320,000 in tax credits, the equivalent of what the entire com-
munity has achieved in previous years. This is a serong move
on the part of the board and will provide much needed
leadership in the area of fund development.

What comes next!

A Tax Credit Committee has been formed and will meet next
on Monday, October |9 at 8:30 a.m. outside the school office,
if you want to be at the center of this transformative

process, be sure to join us, i you're not able to make it at that
time, don't worry we'll be calling you soon! You will also re-
ceive a packet in the mail soon that will provide you

“with all the materials you need to start bringing those tax

credits in.

Thank you!

2009 DMS Tax Credit Committes

fill Thomas Charity Williams Tami Hendrix Amy Bird
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| c4- £ Halistic Lonference

| On Saturday, October 3rd | at-

| tended the 24-7 Holistic Confer-

§ cnce featuring author of Seven

| Times the Sun, Shea Darian. The
morning opened with a Keynote

B address given by Darian wherain
she addressed the topic of wonder
f and how i affects our lives and the
$ lives of cur children. She says that
j often our wonder is buried deep

| under all of the knowledge that we

b have obtained, and | find that to be
R true as [ intellectualize entirely too

B ruch and lose sight of what's really

4 important. She also suggests that

 children are pushed out of the state

| of wonder and into intellect too
g eariy. This can have detrimental
B affects on young children. | have
seen this first hand in my own life
g and am therefore so grateful that

A my child attends Desert Marigold, a

| place where his wonder and imagi-

| nation can be cultivated and not
| stifled.

g | was fortunate enough to attend

I my morning session under the con-

tinued instruction of Darian where
she focused on family life and how

B <o create a sanctuary in our homes

g for our children. Darian created

| her family's sanctuary successfully
§ through the rhythm's of daily life,
L rituals, and the arts.

Dartan talks about the importance
f of rhythm to young children just

| like many other Waldorf authors.
t She says that rhythm is in a way a
holistic form of discipline. | highly
agree as | see my children falling in
line with the rhythms of our home

| life. In the rhythm of our home my

children learn what is to be ex-
pected and act accordingly with-
out much effort on my part.
Rhythm can bring a wonderful
sense of peace to everyone in the
home. :

Family rituals can foster a feeling
of intimacy within a family. it
creates many opportunities for
togetherness thus strengthening
the bonds of friendship within the
home. Rituals such as dinner to-
gether each night, a bedtime rou-
tine, and Saturday gardening can
create many fond memories
within a family and act as anchor
points to keep children flowing
throughout their lives smoothly.

The arts can enrich any family’s
life. Darian used the arts in her
home through instructional and
transitional singing, to verses and
poems at night to teach values
and storyteiling at bedtime.

Her attitudes and ideals of family
life are so inspiring to me that |
couldn't resist picking up one of
her books at the conference. |
look forward to reading more of
her ideas and look forward to
next year’'s conference. | recom-
mend anyone who is interested in
creating a more holistic home
filled with beauty and creativity
attend this conference in the year
to come.

Aptil Sauer
Sunflower Parent



ODMS Community Buting

Pumpkin Patch Excursion

Saturday,
October 7'M =[| am

@ Mother Nature’s Farm
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$3 per adult (includes hay
ride).
If your birthday is in the

month of October, your ad-
mission is free!

We'll meet gt Mother Nature’s

Farm around | 1:00 am. We'll
pick and decorate pumpkins, go
for a hayride, and have a picnic
together! Please, bring your own
picnic foods and supplies!

Fees: $7 per child (this in-
cludes an OZ pumpkin, deco-
rating your pumpkin, the air
bounce, a hayride, straw
bounce, feeding the animals

and Alexander’s Adventure
Maze.),

Questions! Call Heather Sullivan
(480)298-4521, julie Donbrosky
(480)326-5708, Rebecca Allen
(480)329-8230 or Maria del Mar
Damany (602)487-7225

Lonstruction Funging Undate

RSF has released loan funds sufficient to complete
the first phase of our construction project, which

(includes the relocation of the parking area. the re-
-model of the Crabtree house into offices, facuity
‘workspace, storage and a caretaker’s apartment
{which frees the current office space for educa-
tional use) and an accessible pathway from the new |
office into the campus. We will meet with RSF in |
‘December to evaluate the loan amount that will be

approved for the new classroom buildings based

ilargely on the results of this fall's tax
credit drive.




